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in the Island and the security of the Moslems assured. Months
passed and nothing was effected, and meanwhile after the April
coup-de-theatre of 1909 which brought down Abdul Hamid
and his regime, the rejuvenated "Young Turks" who were
becoming more exacting protested and attempted to revert
in Crete to a state of affairs prior to 1898. The Powers
expressed their intention of maintaining the status quo. On
July 26th, 1909, the protecting forces withdrew from the
Island. The moment the foreigners had departed the Cretans
hoisted the Greek flag. The Porte instructed its Minister in
Athens to demand an official disavowal. His Excellency was
informed that the matter was in the hands of the Powers.
A further note of protest was dispatched. On August i8th
the Powers landed parties of Marines and cut down the flag-
staff with the offending flag.

These events in Crete led to complications in Greece, in-
cluding a nttlitary revolt and trouble in the navy at the
Piraeus. Venizelos was summoned by the rebels and he
remained to advise the King, by whom he was invited to
form a Cabinet in October 1910. In 1912 in March a general
election was held in Greece during which the Cretans elected
a number of deputies, but these were not allowed to take
their seats by Venizelos as the latter wished to avoid com-
plications at that time. However on October I4th, that is
to say four days before the declaration of war with Turkey*
Venizelos admitted the Cretans to the Greek Chamber, and
the long-desired union with Greece was confirmed by the
Treaty of LONDON of May soth the following year at the
close of the First Balkan War.

6.    TRIPOLI

IN 1890 Signor Crispi had suggested to Lord Salisbury that
the occupation of Tripoli by Italy would not be of dis-
advantage to Great Britain. Lord Salisbury was not particu-
larly responsive to this idea, but he could not very well oppose
it in view of the Mediterranean Agreement of 1887 between
Austria, Italy and Great Britain whereby the status quo was